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and partridges, but not to be gotten without great labour and
paines, for they are wilde and the iland full of great high hilles.
The greatest refreshing in this place is fish in great aboundance;
so that all our shippes have taken in one day foure hundred fish.
Here did one Moore die, which was one of our maister his
mates. He was sicke ever since we came from Dachin.
The 9 day of March the Frenchmen departed this roade1.
The 14 day of March the generall of the Flemmings anchor
came home; which caused us to depart thence the same day, for
their men were well recovered and refreshed.
The 21 day of March we had sight of the Ascention Iland;
which lyeth in eight degrees to the south of the Equinoctiall.
The 28 and 29, very little winde.
The 30 day of March we passed the Equinoctiall Line, with a
fine gale; which is the fourth time we passed it.
The first of Aprill, calme.
The 3, 4 and 5, very calme, much raine, and the winde verye
mutable; beeing in two degrees to the northward of the Line.
The 6, 7, 8, and 9, a fresh gaile.
The 21 day of Aprill we entred the Saragoss Sea, being in 19
degrees.
The 25 day we passed the Tropickes [sic]. The same day one
of our men died.
The last of Aprill wee were in 30 degrees, and the next day we
had a great gaile with some raine.
The 15 day of May we were in 40 degrees and in the height of
Flore and Corves*. Heere the windes were variable and very
colde.
The 25 day we saw a small ship, but could not speake with her.
1 Taking with them the letters mentioned on p. 144. The Croissant struggled
on until, when nearing the coast of Spain, she met three Dutch ships coming
from Venice. Her captain, finding his own vessel ready to founder, begged
the Dutchmen to take on board her goods and crew, offering a share of the
cargo in return. The Dutch, however, refused this arrangement, and in the
end the Frenchmen had to be content with being received on board, with their
private possessions, leaving the cargo to be pillaged by their preservers. The
Croissant sank immediately after. The Dutch ships reached Plymouth on
3 June, and the letters for the English Company were at once forwarded to
London.
a Flores is the westernmost of the Azores group; while Corvo is to the
north of Flores.